
 
 
Prayer Letter December 2025 

Acts 6:8–10 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.  

9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, 

and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.  

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spoke. 

 
Stephen was one of the seven deacons called in the Early Church to address some of the 

problems that had arisen at that time, such as the lack of care and attention given to widows 

and people in need, among other challenges. It was not easy for Stephen to carry out this 

role, but as a faithful follower of the teachings of Jesus that continued to guide the 

community, he was not afraid to be among people who were despised and in need of care. 

Because of his prophetic diakonia—supporting suffering people and presenting a vision of 

the Kingdom of life and life in abundance here on Earth, with food, clothing, shelter, and 

dignity—he was persecuted, captured, and condemned to death. Just like Stephen, there 

were other male and female deacons who dedicated themselves to caring for the lives of 

those who suffered. Phoebe was one of these deaconesses (Romans 16).  

Stephen, together with many other men and women, continues to be an example that 

diakonia in the Church cannot cease, for it is an act of love grounded in faith that calls the 

Church to heal suffering. As members of the Church of Christ, we must therefore ask 

ourselves: How have we been living diakonia? Diakonia begins within us! What is your 

diaconal motivation in life? Do you carry out any task voluntarily as an expression of your 

faith that could be understood as an act of diaconal care? After considering this, reflect 

further: For what diaconal cause has your faith community been working? 

If there is not yet a visible cause, we need only look around us. There are many people 

suffering and many institutions in need of support, donations, and volunteer work. It will not 

always be easy: it was not easy for Jesus, nor for Stephen, nor for Phoebe. Yet active faith 

expressed through love is the most sublime sign that Jesus—the deacon—truly dwells in our 

hearts, and that his Holy Spirit gives us the breath to serve diaconally the Creator God by 

caring for God’s creatures and creation. 

To live diakonia is to know that we are blessed, and therefore called to be agents who 

multiply God’s blessings for those who need them. In this spirit, let us pray:  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Prayer of Care (Rodolfo Gaede Neto) 

Lord, give me Your hand and guide my life. 

Lead my steps so that I may walk securely. 

Under the wings of Your mercy I feel protected. 

In the lap of Your goodness I find true rest. 

In days of fear and anguish, shelter me in Your power. 

In moments of anxiety, let Your peace fall upon me. 

When I feel weakened, help me to have hope. 

Take care of me and my loved ones. 

Watch over my future. 

When guilt accuses me, receive me in Your grace. 

Forgive my sin and let me be reborn through Your pardon. 

If I fall, may I fall into Your hands. 

If I remain fallen, give me Your company. 

Whatever happens, cover me with the mantle of Your love. 

Thank You for Your care, thank You for salvation. 

Now grant me the blessing I long for. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing of Mercy (Dionata Rodrigues de Oliveira) 

Where there is no bread, may tables be filled by the Bread of life. 

Where there is no water, may the mercy of the Fountain of life abound. 

Where there is no clothing, may people be covered by the love that Transforms.  

Where there is no shelter, may refuge be found under the wings of God’s love. 

Where there is no freedom, may the peace of God set hearts free. 

Where there is no health, may visitation bring companionship and comfort.  

Where life is fading, may there be dignity as the body is returned to the earth. 

And above all, may our hands be ready and empowered to live out the diakonia of Jesus 

Christ. 

May the Triune Diaconal God bless you. Amen. 

 

Dionata Rodrigues de Oliveira 


