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FROM YOUR EDITORS

Every year we think maybe we can pro-
duce two Newsletters and get a proper
timetable of when this will happen, but
every year this fails. It fails for a variety of
reasons, lack of articles, constriction on
time of the Editors, and sometimes com-
puter problems.

Although we may fail in the hopes for our
achievements we are still grateful for the
opportunity of hearing from others. Stories
from Associations and Communities, news
about work situations, conferences people
have attended, are always welcome and
make interesting reading and a great ex-

ample of God’s continuing faithfulness in
the work of His Church.

If you have never sent your Newsletter or
written an article for DIAKONIA News
please think about it as others would like
to share in your life and witness and how
God is working in your part of the world.

We look forward to Atlanta and meeting
some of the people we have only ever
read about, bring your stories with you and
share them with us.

Jane Martin
English editor

*****************************************

Everything in the world becomes more
expensive – and so the need to cut down
costs is becoming urgent. Especially an
organisation as DIAKONIA has to be
aware of using as little money as possible
for administration. The internet is providing
a good possibility to cut down costs but
keep up – or even improve – communica-
tion with each other. Therefore we started
to publish DIAKONIA News and
DIAKONIA Nachrichten on our website.
Please feel free to download it and distrib-
ute it widely. As this service is free, we
stop mailing paper copies to each mem-
ber. This issue already will be distrib-
uted only via email to our members in
America (North and South), Australia
and Europe. All members in Africa and
Asia will receive a paper this time. If

you want to continue having a paper
copy, please inform the Editors.
All private subscibors of the DIAKONIA
News will receive now a paper copy for
the last time – if they do not give notice
that they want to receive a paper copy in
future too. So, everybody who wants to
receive their DIAKONIA News issue in
paper in future will get it. But if you are
not telling us otherwise, we stop mail-
ing a paper copy to you.

Sometimes we cannot say thank you for
gifts and donations because we simply do
not know who is the sender! Please add
your full name when you fill out your
transaction file. Thank you very much!

Ulrike Kellner
German editor

Important Internet and E-mail Adresses
WEBSITES

DIAKONIA World Federation http://www.diakonia-world.org
DAP http://www.dap.info
DRAE http://www.drae.info
DOTAC http://www.dotac.info

WORLD “OFFICERS” REGIONAL

president@diakonia-world.org dap.president@diakonia-world.org
secretary@diakonia-world.org dotac.president@diakonia-world.org
treasurer@diakonia-world.org drae.president@diakonia-world.org
deutsch.editor@diakonia-world.org drae.secretary@diakonia-world.org
english.editor@diakonia-world.org drae.treasurer@diakonia-world.org
webmaster@diakonia-world.org
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear friends in DIAKONIA,
This Lent along with some of my sister
deaconesses, I have been reflecting on
“The Cry of the Prophet,” a little booklet by
Joan Chittister. In Hosea, Chittister writes,
we see how judgment and compassion go
together for the prophet. My colleagues
who know the Hebrew language have
taught me that compassion and womb
come from the same root in Hebrew. This
means that the prophet always begins with
“womb love” or compassion which sees
the other person as being born of the
same womb and thus a sister or brother.
Or compassion may be described as
“mother love” which desires fullness of life
for her children or who cannot rest until
every straying child has returned home.
This means that the prophet agonizes over
every judgment and prophesies only to
bring restoration to a person, a church, a
nation, a world that is much loved.

In recent years in DIAKONIA, we have
been talking about and exploring the pro-
phetic role of the diaconate. We have a
vision of God’s intention for wholeness for
the entire creation, and still we minister
every day in the midst of brokenness. Our
compassion moves us not only to provide
the hands-on care that individuals need so
badly but also to be prophetic and call into
questions all that works against peace and
justice in our world.

Such prophetic diakonia can be hard and
lonely. That is one of the reasons that
DIAKONIA World Federation is so impor-
tant. Through our sharing together, we
know we are not alone in this endeavor,
we support and encourage one another,
and we learn from each other about the
needs of the world. Through our connec-
tions in DIAKONIA our hope and our vision
are revived. We go on with our diakonia
refreshed and renewed.

In July, we will once again have an oppor-
tunity to gather representatives from all
our diaconal communities and associa-
tions for the 20th World Assembly of
DIAKONIA. I look forward to seeing many
of you at Georgia Technological Institute,
Atlanta, Georgia, USA July 20-27. The
local planning committee has been work-
ing hard on many details including a cul-
tural evening and visits to ministry sites
and places of interest around Atlanta. The
program committee is providing for excel-
lent speakers, bible studies, workshops,
worship and opportunities for conversation
among assembly participants.

Those of us who gather this summer will
commit ourselves to bring what we learn
and experience back home to those who
cannot attend. In that way, our entire di-
aconal communities and associations can
benefit.

At the Assembly, the voting delegates will
choose a new president. We have four
well-qualified and experienced candidates.
Whoever is elected, I am confident that I
will pass the leadership into good hands.
Before I do that, however, I express my
deep gratitude for the opportunities I have
had as president these past eight years. I
have been able to visit many parts of the
world, to attend several regional confer-
ences and to meet so many wonderful
people. I am grateful for all that I have
learned and experienced as I served as
DIAKONIA president. I continue to thank
God for the thousands of deaconesses,
deacons, sisters and diaconal workers in
DIAKONIA — people who everyday seek
to make the world more whole. May God
continue to bless you and the on-going
work of DIAKONIA World Federation.

Louise Williams
DIAKONIA World President

Fees, donations and contributions you may send to the following account:
Bank account 38 81 759 Stichting DIAKONIA

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Niederlande
IBAN: NL44 PSTB 0003881759 BIC: PSTBNL2
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DIAKONIA WORLDWIDE
DIAKONIA’s main web address: www.diakonia-world.org

DIAKONIA Executive Committee Meet-
ing, Bethanien Guesthouse, Ameron-
gen, Netherlands
May 27 – June 2, 2008

This was a very peaceful place set in
lovely surroundings in a rural part of the
Netherlands. During our time there we
were able to share a worship service with
the Deaconesses of the Motherhouse Am-
erongen together with the members of the
VDW (Verenigingen van Diaconate Werk-
ers) who were having their annual meeting
in Amerongen.
Deaconess Anke Slagmolen, who works in
Rwanda, was on holiday in her own
Motherhouse at Amerongen and gave us a
report on the work in Rwanda. The work
there is expanding but there are still ten-
sions in the country. The Sisters run a
Kindergarten and have started a primary
school. It was good to hear first hand of
what they are doing.

NEW MEMBER GROUPS
Again this year there are no new member
groups but there was an enquiry from a
new Church which has been founded in
Zambia. As there are still many questions
to be asked and answered this en-
quiry/application will be ongoing for some
time.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Due to a number of unfortunate circum-
stances the Accounts were not entirely up
to date. A report for 2006 was presented
and accepted. A draft report for 2007 was
also presented and after this has been
agreed by the auditors it will be circulated
to all members of the Executive Commit-
tee to be signed as a true record.
Membership fees: It was noted that the
letter requesting membership fees for
2005-2006 and 2006-2007 had been late
in going out and therefore not everyone
had paid their fees. By the time you re-
ceive this Newsletter all member groups
should have received a note of all fees
due and the date they should be paid by.

A Draft Budget for 2009 was presented
and accepted by the Executive Commit-
tee. It was also agreed that as there would
be a World Assembly in 2009 and our ex-
penses would be higher than usual no
allocation of funds would be given to the
Regions

DIAKONIA World President Louise Williams and the
three Regional Presidents Linda Ervin, Sala Nauca-

balavu, Doris Horn

All requests for travel expenses for the
next Assembly should be made to
DRAE Regional President Sr. Doris
Horn or to the Secretary, Sr. Ulrike
Kellner. One delegate from each mem-
ber group that asks for assistance and
meets the criteria is funded by the
Travelfund. All member groups are
asked to seek ways and possibilities of
sponsoring regions or individuals to
enable them to attend the World As-
sembly.

DIAKAID
There were no new DIAKAID requests for
this year but there are a number of on-
going projects which are still receiving
funding.

Namalira motherhouse in Buko-
ba/Tanzania will receive their final pay-
ment of 5,000 euro for their deaconess
education programme.

Belem/Brazil – On receipt of their report
this project “kids at risk” will receive their
final funding of 2,500 euro
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Wesley Diaconal Community of the
Methodist Church in the Caribbean will
also receive their funding of 5,000 Euro on
receipt of their report. This is a programme
to help unemployed youth to be trained in
basic survival skills.

Completed projects were Deaconess
School of the HKBP in Indonesia who
received 4,000 euro to help fund a new
student mini bus. Report was received

Malawi – two sisters received help with
the education of two sisters in South Africa
– Report received.

Sisters of St. Mary in Egypt received
2,000 to buy Montessori materials for mu-
sic lessons. Report received.

Although there are no new projects it is
hoped that were will be some next year
and ongoing funding is necessary, so
please continue to give donations towards
DIAKAID.

DIAKONIA NEWS
Although it has always been our hope to
produce more than one copy per year this

just seems impossible with the little infor-
mation we are given and also the workload
of people who would like to contribute but
who don’t have a great deal of time.
You may like to have your DIAKONIA
NEWS by email or you may still wish to
receive it by post but whatever way could
you please inform Ulrike Kellner. To do it
by email is more cost effective for
DIAKONIA.
It should also appear on our web page
www.diakonia-world.org and so if you want
to wait for it that way it would be also use-
ful to tell that to Ulrike and then she won’t
post it out to you.
If you wish to receive it by post remem-
ber it costs £2 or 6 Euro to print and
post and so donations are welcome.

Other work of the Executive Committee
included the on going Theological reflec-
tion, Justice and Peace issues, ideas for
our web page, new DIAKONIA Leaflet, a
new History of DIAKONIA book, the pos-
sibility of a DIAKONIA World Exchange
Programme, our vision for DIAKONIA for
the next 10 years. Some of this work will
be made more clear when we meet for our
Assembly in Atlanta.

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD

News from DIAKONIA OF ASIA PACIFIC REGION (DAP)

In her report to the Executive of World
DIAKONIA, Sala Naucabalavu, President
of DAP writes; In the aftermath of the
earthquake in China 5 million people have
been left homeless and countless have
died that led the country to go into mourn-
ing for three days. The Campus Crusade
for Christ has endeavoured to serve the
victims with physical and spiritual needs
and is working closely with their team
members who understand the culture and
geography of the place. We thank God for
their lives and service.

In Thailand the President refused to allow
foreign aids to enter its shores as a recent
typhoon hit the country leaving 2.5 million
needing assistance and thousands dead.

But praise be to God for a change of mind
that allowed the UN foreign minister to visit
and plan for the necessary assistance to
those in need.

DAP Regional President Sala Naucabalavu
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The above are part of the issues that the
Asia Pacific region is challenged with for
its service to neighbouring countries and
also in identifying organisations especially,
Christian groups present in such areas, for
assistance.

Australia
Australian Anglican Deacons Associa-
tion (AADA) – held an Ecumenical study
day on the Diaconate on 5-6th October
2007. The main speaker was John N.
Collins who has written extensively on the
Diaconate.

Diakonia of the Uniting Church of Aus-
tralia (DUCA) – held their national confer-
ence 1-3 February followed by their Con-
tinuing Education Programme from 4-8th
February. The conference allows them to
share issues of concern, plan for the fu-
ture, reflect on the latest developments in
diaconal ministry and elect their Executive.
Their new National conveners are Rev.
Peter Batten and Judy McLeod. Rev. Bill
Harris remains the liaison officer with Dia-
konia until the Atlanta Assembly.

FIJI
On May 20th 2008 Divine intervention in
the political arena of our country became
visible. The head of the military coup and
the deposed Prime Minister had a meeting
for the first time in 1 1/2 years of the coup
through the chairmanship of the President
of the Methodist Church in Fiji and the
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church.
We praised God for intervening in His own
good time when the cost of living rises
every month and the wage earners pay
packets remain stagnant. Some students
have left school through non payment of
fees and people are beginning to return to
their villages as businessmen begin to
wind up their businesses to move to other
Pacific countries. Church congregations
and Deaconesses during their monthly

fellowship meetings prayed for such a time
as this.

Indonesia: The HKBP hospital at Balige,
which is run by the deaconess community
IKADIWA, could celebrate its 90th birthday.
From this hospital three young nurses
started their trip to Germany 56 years ago,
to receive an education as a deaconess.
After returning to Indonesia in 1961 those
sisters founded the deaconess community
and afterwards a deaconess school. Since
1995 they have a new motherhouse at
Lumban Pisang-Siborongborong.

Founding Sisters of IKADIWA: Deaconess Nuria
Gultom and Deaconess Bonaria Hutabarat

Japan: The Bethel Sisters in Kobe are
struggeling with renovations that have to
been done at their motherhouse. They
sold an appartement in Tokushima to fi-
nance reparations. During their annual
celebration in May they could welcome
two sisters from Ländli/Switzerland. They
enjoyed and were comforted by the inter-
national community.

New Zealand: New Zealands Association
Aotearoa DANZA held their annual mem-
bership meeting. DIAKONIA World Presi-
dent Louise Williams attended. (see report
below)

Fees, donations and contributions you may send to the following account:
Bank account 38 81 759 Stichting DIAKONIA

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Niederlande
IBAN: NL44 PSTB 0003881759 BIC: PSTBNL2
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shared hospitality, followed by a delicious
afternoon tea.

A final worship service of communion, on
the last day, evoked powerful emotions for
many, during the foot-washing ceremony,
and proved to be a wonderful opportunity
for reconciliation and forgiveness.

Throughout the whole week, we were
treated to wonderful Fijian hospitality and
welcome. Nothing was too much trouble
for the Deaconesses in an effort to cater
for our every need. They live and work in
difficult – and often dangerous – environ-
ments, with little or no pay or comforts
which we take so much for granted. Yet
they were gracious and generous, and
displayed a great sense of fun and good
humour.

Visit to Bau Island

Below is a Tribute I gave to our hosts, on
the final day of the Conference:

Nis Bula (Greeting); Our focus this week
has been on feet and on shoes, the cover-
ing for our feet. Our feet brought us here
from overseas, to attend this Conference.
Our feet were often tired and sore; our
shoes pinched our feet, we had corns and
bunions and blisters from tight shoes.

Here in Fiji, at this Conference, we have
been encouraged to take off our shoes, to

cool our feet, and to feel the ground be-
neath our feet.

Here we have had the opportunity to walk
in another person’s shoes, to hear other
people’s stories, and to walk alongside
another; we have walked behind one an-
other in a line on our visit to Bau Island on
our visit to meet with the Chief.

And here, in this place, our dear Fijian
sisters, you have washed our feet, re-
freshed us and shared your hospitality. For
these gifts we give you our thanks.

When our feet are washed, they become
wet, and need to be dried with a towel. A
towel – a symbol of softness, gentleness –
qualities which you have shown to us, as
weary travelers, in your ministry of Dea-
coness in Fiji. Your gentleness has re-
freshed us, your smiles and songs have
recharged our batteries; your sharing and
fellowship have energized and renewed us
to return to our homes.

So thank you, Fijian Deaconesses, - for
your gifts, gifts of food and drink, of hospi-
tality, friendship and song, and for being
true examples of discipleship in your ser-
vice to God. Thank you for washing our
feet with the water of kindness and drying
them with the towel of gentleness and
love.

Jean Mayers
Melbourne/Victoria, Australia

Fees, donations and contributions you may send to the following account:
Bank account 38 81 759 Stichting DIAKONIA

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Niederlande
IBAN: NL44 PSTB 0003881759 BIC: PSTBNL2
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Diaconia Convocation New Zealand

The theme for this year's Deacons meet-
ing was 'cutting edges'. I was privileged to
be part of this event, which ran from Sun-
day 13 - Thursday 17. Around 20 people
came from around the country (and a cou-
ple from overseas), from Anglican and
Methodist churches, from a wide variety of
ministries.

I was only there for a full day and a couple
of bits on either side, but what I saw gave
me a glimpse of diaconal ministry that has
huge potential for our church. Here are
some of my reflections from that short time
with them.

Louise Williams, President of the Diakonia
World Federation spoke warmly about the
work of deacons around the world from
Catholic, Coptic, Lutheran, Presbyterian,
Methodist and many other churches (with
all their range of liturgies and emphases).
She spoke of the difficulties of being a
deacon in places where politics cannot be
challenged prophetically without directly
risking ones life. She also talked about the
World Assembly in Atlanta in July 2009.

Deaconess Shirley Joy Barrow

Peter Pocock, an Anglican deacon from
Australia, engaged us in thinking theologi-
cally about how Diaconal ministry fits with
the wider ministry of the church. Peter
challenged us to think of deacons 'ex-
pressing the diaconia of the church'. Dea-
cons are first a symbol of the serving min-
istry of the church.They stand among us to
remind us of Christ's call to serve in the
world. Their ordination and presence
among us are firstly 'ontological' and sec-
ondly functional. What a deacon does fol-
lows their 'being and calling'. As a conse-
quence of this (as one example) worship
should express in some way the diaconal
calling of the church to serve the commu-

nity in Christ's name. This could be done
in intercessions, or in the call to "go into
the world" at the end of the service which
may be done by a deacon.

Diaconia Convocation New Zealand 2008

As Peter led us in a discussion on candi-
dates for Diaconal ministry, it was interest-
ing to hear he and Louise represent differ-
ent emphases in Candidating. Is a person
called to a 'general diaconal ministry' or
should they be engaged in that ministry
first, out of which their calling emerges?
Should they be stationed or not? Are dea-
cons 'recruited' or is a call discerned? How
does a 'general' recruitment strategy take
seriously the journey of an individual?

Of course other questions emerged, in-
cluding how a church asks where diaconal
ministries are / or should be located?
Whether we should build diaconal ministry
growing parishes' strategies? Should we
be strategically placing deacons for minis-
try – specific missional situations or even
in parish leadership settings where the
parish has a primary missional function?

Diaconal ministry connects directly with
community facing, mission shaped
churches. They act both as symbol – re-
minding us of our call to service – and in
specific ministries for which we (and they)
need to be held accountable.

Nigel Hanscamp

Resource: http://missionresourcingcen-
tre.blogspot.com/2008/08/cutting-edges-
deacons-convocation-2008.html
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The Word Became Flesh
2009, Newsletter of the Sisters from the Sisters in Korean Diakonia

‘The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glo-
ry, the glory of the One and Only, who
came from the Father, full of grace and

truth.’ (John 1:14)
‘Who, being in very
nature God, did not
consider equality with
God something to be
grasped, but made
himself nothing taking
the very nature of a
servant, being made

in human likeness.’ (Philippians 2:6-7)

God coming in our midst, becoming one of
us! This is the birth of Christ. God loved
the world so much that he took the form of
a man and came to the world to live as a
man: the heaven becoming the earth;
Love that gives itself out – emptying itself
and becoming like the loved ones.

God becoming a man – this is an event
that challenges all our human discrimina-
tion, alienation and judgements from their
foundations. Before, God and men were
separated by distance as great as heaven
and earth. Before, we could not see God;
we could not even mention his name. Yet,
through Jesus we now can see God and
call out his name. Through Jesus we see
the glory of God.

This love continues. As salt loses its form
and becomes one with water, when we
empty ourselves and become one with
others, the miracle of Love continues. In
this we continue to witness the birth of
Jesus among us.

Through the year 2008, Sisters in Korean
Diakonia continued to reach out to our
neighbours:

At the Mother Centre in Cheon-An, we
invited Christians from neighbouring chur-
ches for the Good Friday service and held
a dramatised service along the ‘Christ’s
Road to the Cross’. About 70 people par-
ticipated in the meditative service. We also
had many visitors from outside Korea: in
April, Rev. H. Albruschat from Lazarus,
visited us from Germany; in May, Presi-

dent N. Sala of DAP stayed with us; in
September Rev. D. Schweizer of German
EMS visited us sharing the joy of fellow-
ship.

On the 1st of May, we held an anniversary
service. We invited Rev. Lee and Rev.
Chung of Diakonia Family Community
celebrating 28 years of Korean Diakonia
Sisterhood.

Rev. Roh, represented us at the DAP Con-
ference (7th - 11th July) which was held in
Fiji under the theme of ‘the Cross and To-
wel’.

On the 21th January, we held a general
meeting and elected Sister Young-Sook
Rhee as a new Director. Our former direc-
tor, Sister Jeong-Ran Kim had been in the
post for the past 16 years, giving herself to
serve us and the Sisterhood. We are very
grateful for all the hard-work she had done
for us and look forward to a further growth
in our service of our Lord and our neigh-
bours with Sister Rhee.

At the House of Spirituality and Peace, we
continued to hold prayer sessions twice a
month. Those who came were encouraged
to seek the Lord within themselves and we
rejoiced and thanked as we experienced
the Grace of God renewing inner strength
and peace.

We provide comfortable and prayerful en-
vironment to individuals and groups that
use the facilities of the House of Spiritual-
ity and Peace. ‘Christ’s Road to the Cross’,
on the nearby hills, provides a place to
meditate on the coming of Jesus. With the
help of a benefactor we refurbished the
entire facilities, applied new paint and wa-
terproof, in the second half of the year.
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In the Social Welfare Corporation of Dia-
konia Sisterhood Korea, located in Mok-
po, the construction of the Diakonia Resi-
dential Home for the Elderly, which had
started in November 2007, was completed
in July 2008. The facility can provide
medical and spiritual as well as normal
residential services to up to 50 individuals.
The official opening service will be held in
spring 2009 but we already have more
than 40 residents staying.

Under the Household Support Project, our
sisters have been visiting impoverished
households in five villages around Sam-

Hyang for the past three years, providing
counselling and various medical services –
including acupuncture and pressure point
massage. Around 1,094 people received
this service. We continued Rural House-
hold Rehabilitation programme from the
last year, and helped about 20 households

to insulate and repair roofs and windows,
and to install new boilers. We also con-
tinue to visit elderly people living alone,
children without parents, and those who
cannot work due to disability around the
district of Mu-An and help them with living-
cost, medical expenses and school fees.

There are about 30 students who receive
full scholarship through us this year. This
includes food and study materials as well
as private tuitions and counselling ser-
vices. They not only receive but also par-
ticipate in our services towards the elderly
or the disabled. Through this we hope to
let them learn the joy of serving our
neighbours. In the spring 2008, these stu-
dents staged a musical performance using
drums as part of fund-raising event. This
got them invited to a theatre on Mount Yu-
Dal to perform.

At the end of another year, we remember
of all the supporters and co-workers who
helped us with material, prayer and time.
We are deeply thankful for all who are with
us in our efforts to continue the life of ser-
vice. In their faces, we see the face of our
Lord who is with us in all our activities. We
wish you had a blessed Christmas and
may renewed strength and peace fill up
your lives in the New Year.

Your sisters in Korea

News from the region DIAKONIA AFRICA EUROPE (DRAE)

Egypt – Sr. Agape writes that she has
received the DIAKAID gift and expresses
her appreciation

Nigeria – Sr. Doris Horn visited Nigeria in
January/February 2008 (see separate re-
port)
The deaconesses, supported by some of
the archbishops, have a desire for a di-
aconal training curriculum and are in con-
tact with the Methodist Diaconal Order of
the Methodist Church in England.

Cameroon – Sr. Doris also visited Camer-
oon in February (see separate report)

Kenya – After the elections earlier in the
year there were many riots which affected
the churches and the sisters too. Emer-

gency funds have been sent to help them
in their work.

Madagascar – The Sisters had a visit from
Sr. Siong which is always a source of en-
couragement, training and renewal.
They also had their annual retreat based
on the three fundamentals of religious life:
The Word of God, Prayer, and Work. The
retreat ended with the sisters making a
renewed commitment.
They continue to feed the children at the
school canteen for lunch on school days
and this year they had 96 each day. At
Christmas they usually have a concert with
the children to which parents and friends
are invited and this is very much enjoyed
by everyone.
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Malawi – Two of the Malawi Sisters at-
tending the Conference in Basel met up
with Sr. Kathy Marsden from the Methodist
Church in South Africa and through that
contact have been able to get into a train-
ing programme by extension for diaconal
training. They also were able to attend the
Methodist Convocation in Durban, SA
where they received further help and in-
formation.

Tanzania –
Bukoba Namalira – The training pro-
gramme is progressing well and is on the
last year of DIAKAID Funding.

Karagwe Tumshibire – Sr. Florence
Gatege is now the leading sister. They
held a retreat towards the end of 2007 and
in January 2008 three new sisters were
ordained.

Moshi Ushirika Wa Neema – have ex-
tended an invitation to hold the next DRAE
Conference at their Motherhouse in 2011.
They have been asked by another diocese
to help start a new community and so two
sisters have been commissioned to work
and live in the South. The new mother-
house will be known as Ushirika Wa
Uendo – Community of Love. In December
2007 a new leading sister was elected –
Sr. Joyce B. Lema – and she will be in the
position for 5 years.

Ethiopia – there has been regular contact
with the church there and progress is be-
ing made in establishing diaconal work.

Zambia – UDZ -The Church has now
combined the work of the deaconesses
and youth workers under the same ad-
ministration in order that it can be more
effective. A retreat for all diaconal workers
was held in Lusaka in April 2008.

South Africa – Methodist Diaconal Order
– The Order seems to be growing in
strength and confidence and receiving
greater recognition within the church as a
whole.

Finland – There are about 1300 diaconal
workers in the Church. A workshop was
held for about 600 of them in Lahti in the
autumn of 2008. Lahti has a new director –
Dr. Tiom Pokki.

France – The Reuilly sisters now have
their new Chapel. Since September 2008
the Community of Reuilly is contributing to

the catholic daily newspaper “La Croix”
(100,000 issues per day) on a regular ba-
sis. For the first time a protestant commu-
nity is joining the staff for daily devotions
on the bible verse of the day.

Germany – Kaiserswerther Verband are
establishing strong links between three of
the diaconal associations: KWV, VEDD,
Zehlendorfer Verband. This is leading to
more interaction and activities between
many of the associations and communi-
ties.
In 2008 it was 200 years since Wilhelm
Löhe (1808-1872) was born. Like Theodor
Fliedner in Düsseldorf-Kaiserswerth,
Wilhelm Löhe in Neuendettelsau was lead-
ing the movement of the motherhouse
diakonia. Beside that the German diaconal
institutions are honoring Hinrich Wichern.
They set up a website for both of them:
www.wilhelm-loehe.de and
www.wichernjahr2008.de
In Germany the education of nurses is
changing. At the Evangelical College in
Berlin (EFB) the first class graduated as
“Bachelor of Nursing (BoN)”. Two sisters
of the Diakonieverein were among them.

Hannover, Henriettenstift: A new commu-
nity named Diakoniegemeinschaft Henriet-
tenstift was founded this spring. In a fes-
tive Easter worship 5 women and 1 man
joined the new community. During their
preparation time of 12-18 months they
collected knowledge about the German
evangelical diakonia and joined a pro-
gramme on diaconal theology. The sign of
the community is a brooch. The first con-
secration of 5 women and 1 man took
place on Easter 2008.

Ireland – The Deaconesses of the Presby-
terian Church in Ireland celebrated 100
years of Service in 2008. There were
various celebrations throughout the year
and a special service of Thanksgiving was
held on 24th September 2008 to mark
their Centenary. There are strong links
between the deaconesses of PCI and the
diaconate of the Church of Scotland and
some of their deacons were able to attend
this service.

Netherlands – The VDW has a new lead-
ing person Adri Slob and of course the
Executive of World DIAKONIA was happy
to share time with them at the Mother-
house in Amerongen.
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Norway – The three member communities
are still going strong.

Poland: During a trip to the Kaliningrad
region (11.-14. July 2008) Dr. Christine-
Ruth Müller, Chief Executive Officer of the
Kaiserswerth Foundation and Kaiser-
swerth General Conference and Mr. Win-
fried Gayko, responsible for ecumenical
contacts at the Paul Gerhard Stift, Berlin,
met with representatives of the Polish
church and local diaconal institutions. The
participants agree unanimously to put for-
ward the foundation of a diaconal sister-
and brotherhood through combined efforts.
In its diaconal and spiritual mission, it shall
draw on the traditions of the community
diaconia (Barmherzigkeit Königsberg,

Motherhouse St. Petersburg) and find for it
an appropriate form which is up to the pre-
sent-time situations and needs. The com-
munity shall be integrated into the interna-
tional diaconia.

Sweden – Ersta Institute – has withdrawn
its membership of DIAKONIA and
Samariterhemmit is still active and provid-
ing good diaconal education.

Switzerland – The Foundation Deaconess
House Bern has gone through a structural
review at the management level. The new
structure gets into work on October, 1
2008 and strengthens the exchange be-
tween communities and institutions of the
foundation. (www.dhbern.ch)

DRAE President Doris Horn visited Nigeria and Cameroon

In her Report to the Executive Committee
Doris Horn gave an account of her visit to
Nigeria and Cameroon during 25th Janua-
ry – 11th February 2008.

She expressed her thanks to the DRAE
Executive for their support of this visit but
also expressed her disappointment at not
being able to visit all member groups in
the African continent due to the restriction
of time. She stressed that these visits build
stronger links and understanding and
brings about good opportunities to relate
to the church leaders as well as helping
members in their standing within their
churches and would encourage such visits
in the future.

Doris had previously worked in Nigeria but
had not been back for 13 years. She re-
ports – Would I recognize buildings, and
customs; would I be able to understand
and use the Hausa language? I did not
forget and a lot came back to me, just be-
ing in the right environment. Many other
things came to mind, the terrible traffic, the
many languages and very hot spicy food.

With two deaconesses from the Order of
Deaconesses of the Methodist Church
Nigeria, Ronke Owuru and Anietie Akpan
she visited several dioceses of the church
and met many of the 360 deaconesses,
women’s groups, prelate, archbishops and
bishops.

An itinerary had been prepared which she
did not think they could manage but they
did.

Friday 25th January: On arrival at Lagos
airport I am taken to a small guesthouse –
surrounded with high walls, barbwire and
security lights – security has to be high
and it would be very dangerous to leave
the house after dark.

Conference Secretary, Women Leaders in Lagos

The next day I meet with the General Sec-
retary of the Conference, Bishop Rev.Dr.
C. R. Opoko. He was in a diocese which
was oil producing and where there were
situations of corruption, kidnapping, mur-
der and anarchy and had been brutally
attacked and nearly lost his life. He had
been instrumental in bringing the Deacon-
ess Order into the church constitution and
is advocating women’s ordination. I was
able to give a presentation about
DIAKONIA/DRAE to other church leaders.
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On Sunday I attend the service in one of
the largest cathedrals in Lagos and I am
honoured to be reading the Old Testament
reading.

We leave Lagos and fly to Kaduna. The
flight has been delayed and we arrive in
the dark and cold (20 degrees C). We stay
at a small hotel opposite the Church Cen-
tre.

On the Monday I meet some of the dea-
conesses. Most have no proper training,
some of them are called ‘tentmakers’ as
they have a profession and volunteer time
as deaconesses. Most of them are work-
ing in a congregation with women and
children and assist in the services. They
are interested to hear about DIAKONIA
and how to strengthen and broaden their
ministry to the church. Here and at all
other places it becomes clear that the Or-
der needs a specific training programme
and its own constitution.
We leave by taxi in the afternoon for the
airport to fly to Calabar. The journey is
great – the countryside as I remember –
vegetable stands at the roadside, mud
huts, dust and dirt everywhere. The flight
is delayed and we arrive in Calabar late
and tired.

Tuesday – Calabar is a clean city. We visit
a church school. I am so happy to be in
Calabar, the city that I first heard of as a
child! I think reading the biography of Mary
Slessor, “The White Queen” as a young
girl was instrumental for my life in many
ways. During the 11 years I was in Nigeria
I had never gotten the chance to travel to
Calabar to visit the grave of this great wo-
man – and now I am there! A lady explains
that up until today, descendants of Mary
Slessor, of her adopted children, are still
coming and caring for the grave! She left
so much love behind.

Grave of Mary Slessor

We then drive to Ikot Ekpene and arrive at
the Cathedral where the archbishop and
deaconesses from four different diocese
have gathered to meet us. The deacon-
esses are urging the archbishop to have a
diaconia forum where they can exchange,
share and support each other. Hopefully
this will be heard and put into practice.

Wednesday 30th January Umaihai – Ow-
erri. At Umaihai there is a big welcome.
There is singing, greeting, introduction and
presentation of DIAKONIA. As everywhere
the women are very interested in knowing
more about service and diaconal ministry.
They all emphasise that they would be
willing to do more training to be of better
service to the church.

Women`s Fellowship Owerri

We then move to Owerri where we are met
by the Bishop’s wife who is a teacher and
head of the Christian Women’s Fellowship.
Visit the newly started Susana Wesley Day
Care Centre which cares for 27 children.

Thursday 31st. We leave and fly to Lagos
where Anietie picks us up and drives to
Ibadan. We are 2 hours late and many of
the deaconesses have left, but we still
managed to do a DIAKONIA presentation
to a small group of sisters and the Bis-
hop’s wife. The Bishop is very supportive
of the sisters.

On Friday we go back to Lagos to the Ca-
thedral. Again a presentation of DIAKONIA
and there is opportunity for questions and
discussion. Questions about the difference
between the diaconate and social work,
church related and tentmaking deacon-
esses are asked. Again there is the strong
opinion that the Order needs directions
and a vision for service for continuity. I
also visit the office in Wesley House which
is the department of women’s work in the
Methodist Church.
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Saturday 2nd February – Free day to visit
the market and buy curios for taking home.

Sunday 3rd February – Service at the
“Chapel of the Healing Cross”, a protes-
tant ecumenical church of the Lagos Uni-
versity Hospital.

Monday 4th – Leave Lagos and Nigeria
behind and fly to Douala Cameroon

Cameroon: Sisterhood of Emmanuel, Ba-
fut, Presbyterian Church
History: The Presbyterian Church in Cam-
eroon became independent in 1957. It
grew out of the Basel Mission and has
roots in the Reformed Churches in the
USA. The Church is led by a Moderator
and a Synod Clerk. There are 6 Synods,
about 1.8 million church members. The
church operates hospitals, nurseries,
schools and skill training centres.
Sisterhood of Emmanuel: The Sisterhood
grew out of the Sisterhood of Reuilly, Ver-
sailles, France. Here the founding sister of
the monastery, Rev. Sister M. Madeleine
Handy was trained, took her vows and left
in the late 1960 to start a community in her
native country, Cameroon. In 1971 the
chief of Bafut gave her a large plot of land
and the first motherhouse, a mud hut, was
built. Today the sisterhood has grown to
about 36 sisters, many ministries are de-
livered to the church and community
around. Since the death of Sister M.
Madeleine in 1999 Sister Judith is prioress
of the sisterhood.

Sister Judith with wheelchair from Durham

Monday 4th February. A different country
– French Speaking. Douala seems quiet
and slow moving after the noise and heavy
traffic of Lagos. I am taken to the Presby-
terian Cathedral which has guest rooms.

We meet the minister who speaks some
German.

Tuesday 5th February. After breakfast, I
leave with Sr. Mary Joelle, who had met
me at the airport the previous day and
travel by car to the motherhouse. Beautiful
countryside, large plantations of bananas,
pineapples, papaya and gum trees. We
feed on water, bananas and peanuts on
the way. We reach the sisters hop at Ba-
menda around 3.30pm. “Magda Store”
where beside daily commodities they sell
their yogurt, bread and cheese. We move
on to Bafut and arrive at the convent of
Bafut and a warm welcome is given by Sr.
Judith and others. After supper we meet in
the common lounge/library for introduc-
tions, sharing and greetings. I am so
pleased to see Sr Judith’s wheelchair – it
is the one she was presented with in Dur-
ham. There is lively discussion and many
questions about my sisterhood and voca-
tion,

Magda Store

Wednesday 6th February – The day is
structured around the daily prayer times,
that start at 5am. As much as possible I
take part in these prayer times feeling re-
freshed by reciting Psalms, beautiful sing-
ing and prayers. As it is Ash Wednesday
the pastor will lead the afternoon service.
Breakfast is simple and taken in silence.
Many of the sisters are fasting today. After
breakfast I am given a tour of the convent:
kitchen and outer kitchen, much of the
cooking is done on wood fire – the making
of paper and the beautiful cards – a new
project raising Cam rats that is supposed
to be very sweet and delicious – other
animals are chickens, pigs and cows –
more agriculture (vegetable gardens,


